The Divorce Suit
chaste himself and demanding an austere chastity in others,
ranged himself against Parnell from the beginning, and
cannot be charged with treachery or inconsistency* He
demanded his leader's deposal in the Labour World in terms
which contained no equivocation* But there was no general,
or even extensive, demand that the chief should be over-
thrown* Dr* Nulty, the Bishop of Meath, informed Mr*
Healy three days after the hearing of the suit that Parneirs
political leadership and position must be upheld* The most
that was suggested by anyone was that he might temporarily
retire* This was the suggestion made by Davitt* " He is
urged," he wrote in the Labour World> " by the highest con-
siderations that could appeal to a leader to efface himself for
a brief period from public life until the time which the law
requires to elapse before a divorced woman can marry enables
him to come back, having paid the penalty which the public
sentiment rightly inflicts for such transgression as his*" We
may make a special note of Davitt's recognition of a divorced
woman's right to marry her lover in view of the fact that the
Freeman's Journal, which began by supporting Parnell,
deserted him because he had offended against the doctrines of
Catholicism by marrying Mrs* O'Shea*
Dr* Walsh, the Archbishop of Dublin, suggested that
Parnell might temporarily retire, not on moral grounds, but
on grounds of expediency* At five great county conventions,
where the attendance included more than a hundred priests,
resolutions in favour of ParnelTs continued leadership were
passed* It was not, then, in Ireland that the revolt against
his authority began* It was in the conventicles of Noncon-
formity and, later, in the ranks of the Irish Home Rulers in
England* These last had been the first to choose him for
their captain: they were now the first to throw him over*
Many Liberals maintained that Parnell must continue at
his post, and Mr* Gladstone seems at first to have shared
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